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sodes in the role of the bosses in congressional, state, and municipal 
affairs since the close of the civil war; the three last chapters (ix-xi) de- 
scribe the efforts to deprive the bosses of their political power through 
movements for reforms in the civil service, the ballot, legislation, city 
administration, and control of party organization. The underlying 
theme is the opportunity for organized corruption in the demand of 
business interests for aid and stimulus by the government and the con- 
sequent necessity, as a means of protecting the public, of extending state 
control over that which was originally a private concern, party organi- 
zation. 

To the vast subject treated there is no effort to add new information 
or a new perspective. The indebtedness to the larger and also the more 
technical works relating to American history and various phases of Amer- 
ican government and politics is apparent. But as a brief and ably-writ- 
ten summary, well suited to introduce the average citizen to the larger 
phases of political mechanism in the past and at the present time, the 
book should be useful. The bibliography, which is brief, does not list 
histories, autobiographies, and many biographies which contain material 
relating to party history, party organization, and the methods of bosses. 
Even more singular is the omission of the important guide books so es- 
sential for any extensive reading or investigation in the field of American 
I>olitics. The press work, the binding, and the eight full-page illustra- 
tions are of the high quality characteristic of the other volumes in the 
series already published. 

William K. Boyd 

Washington. The man who made us. A ballad play by Percy MacKaye. 

With scene designs by Robert Edmond Jones. (New York : Alfred 

A. Knopf, 1919. 313 p. $1.75 net) 
The portrayal of the real George Washington, "magnetic, resourceful, 
patient," in place of the statuesque, almost mythical character of the 
early biographers is worthy of commendation. There can be little criti- 
cism of the play from the viewpoint of the historian, for the author ac- 
knowledges that there are minor inconsistencies in time and place. This 
"ballad play probably the first of its kind," has two versions, the "the- 
atre version ' ' and the ' ' festival version. ' ' The latter or unabridged form 
is designed for what the writer styles the community drama, or the 
theatre of tomorrow. For "festival theatre" purposes, one hundred 
participants are presumed to represent the one hundred speaking char- 
acters, whereas the several roles may be taken by fewer than one third 
that number of professionals. In general, Washington the surveyor, 
farmer, and soldier under Braddock, the early revolution including the 
crossing of the Delaware, and from Valley Forge to the close of the revo- 
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lution, constitute the main themes for the three acts. The ballad forms 
of the period have been drawn on freely in the "transitions" and make 
a pleasing contribution to the entire movement. 

President Wilson. By Daniel Halevy. Translated from the French by 
Hugh Stokes. (New York: John Lane company, 1919. 283 p. 
$1.50 net) 

Not a biography in the ordinarily accepted sense, nor yet merely an in- 
terpretative essay, this volume is an attempt to combine the two, special 
emphasis, however, being laid upon the thought of Mr. Wilson rather 
than on the facts of his life. It is interesting chiefly as one of the at- 
tempts to reveal to France and to Europe the thought and purpose of 
the president in meeting the various problems which have come before 
him for solution. In the point of view of the author rests the chief value 
of the study, since otherwise it contains practically nothing that is new. 
It is at best a rather superficial study by one who shows in many ways 
a rather striking unfamiliarity with American institutions, problems, 
and thought. Some of the authorities relied on for expression of Amer- 
ican opinion and sentiment might lead to the belief that he is equally 
unfamiliar with American thinkers. 

It is doubtful if many Americans will agree with the author that Mr. 
Wilson has in later life subordinated the executive to the legislative 
branch of the United States government (p. 23). Mr. Wilson himself 
would scarcely admit that his purpose in writing Congressional govern- 
ment was "to demonstrate that the idea of the American Constitution is 
false, and that its results are absurd" (p. 27). The average American 
at least is unaware that this immense nation of mixed race is composed 
of illiterates, streaked with Calabrian, Syrian, and Croat blood (p. 102). 
The republic of Colombia in all probability is still as ignorant as the 
United States of the startling fact that President Wilson in a lordly fash- 
ion ended her claims against us by a "gift" of twenty-five millions of 
dollars (p. 156). 

The translation, if designed to be literal both as to the nervous style 
and French method of expression, is highly successful; but better results 
would have been obtained had there been less frequent use of such words 
as " magistrature, " "candidature," " tentatives, " "autonomist," and a 
host of others. One wonders also why "Progressist" is uniformly em- 
ployed for "Progressive." 

J. G. de Roulhac Hamilton 



